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Statute of Uses, and a clearness of expression generally on intri- 
cate points that prove baffling to the beginner. 

Four periods are chosen for the purposes of arrangement, the 
Conquest, the reign of Edward I, and the Restoration of Charles 
II, the final period being devoted to modern development and 
reform. 

P. R. B. 

A Comparative Study of the Law of Corporations. By Arthur 
K. Kulin, Ph.D., LL.B., Columbia University. Longmans, 
Green and Company, Agents, pp. 173. 

The historical development surrounding the theory of cor- 
porate existence is certainly a field from which stimulating 
analogies may be found for modern application. The vital im- 
portance of the corporate element in the complexities of modern 
life makes a comparative study of its development and adoption 
of particular interest and value. 

This book is intended as a contribution to the work of legisla- 
tive research now being conducted under the direction of Columbia 
University. In the opening chapter the author plans the concept 
of the corporation with the inclination of ancient peoples to 
idealize into personality groups of persons, or groups of legal 
rights and obligations. The author takes early issue with the 
statement contained in a leading work on corporations that "the 
Roman corporation was much the same as the corporation of 
modern times". He asserts that the entity idea was not con- 
sciously evolved to create new subjects of private ownership, but 
was, in reality, simply developed as one of the instrumentalities 
of government. 

An important part of the book is devoted to a treatment of 
the forms of protection afforded to creditors and shareholders in 
Continental Europe, and also to corporate legislation and reform 
in England and the United States. On the latter subject the 
author finds much to commend in the English Companies Act. 
He declares the English statute particularly efficient and agreeable 
to modern business tendencies in dealing with the problem of dis- 
solution, giving, as it does, to the creditors and particular stock- 
holders liable for contribution a tangible control over the progress 
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of liquidation and the protection of assets. In this respect it is 
urged that the English law might well be a model for future legis- 
lative action in the United States. 

P. R. B. 

A General Survey of Events, Sources, Persons, and Movements 
in Continental Legal History. By various European authors. 
Little, Brown & Co., Boston. 1912. pp. li, 754. $6.00. 

The phrasing of this prolix title was apparently adopted because 
the work is but a partial study of Continental legal history, and 
wholly excludes that of Slavic, Byzantine, or Hungarian law. 

In a thoughtful introduction, Mr. Justice Oliver Wendell 
Holmes warmly welcomes this new effort made with the particu- 
lar purpose to show how much American law owes to Continental 
Europe. That law presented itself, he says, fifty years ago, "as 
a rag-bag of details," (xlvii). There was no insistence on "the 
universal change of emphasis that each century brings along. The 
importance of reported cases was exaggerated. They," he adds, 
"are apt to be only the small change of legal thought. They 
represent the compromise of the moment, between tradition and 
precedent, on the one side, and the free conception of the desir- 
able, on the other." 

The scheme of this volume is to piece together, occasionally 
after some condensation, bits of chapters, and groups of chapters, 
from different authors, in such manner as to make, in the main, a 
connected story. It is a mosaic picture. In this way, some of 
the best things in the best works have been brought together, as, 
for instance, Maitland'.s observation, in his Prologue to a History 
of English Law, that "a world without the Digest would not have 
been the world that we know," and Baudonin's "Sine historia 
caecam esse jurisprudentiam," (p. 254). 

The varying sources to which resort has been had in different 
ages for ascertaining what has been called Natural Law are well 
discussed, (178-187, 407), particularly in the chapters taken from 
Calisse's History of Italian Law; and due emphasis is given to 
Kant's declaration of the Rights of Man, and that "law is merely 
the sum of those conditions which insure that the liberty of one 
man shall not interfere with the exercise of corresponding liberty 
by another man," (pp. 182, 196). 



